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Due to the COVID-19 situation, some regular policies and procedures
will need to be modified or amended to ensure the health and safety of
the school community.

General School Information

OYIS and Osaka YMCA

Osaka YMCA International School (OYI1S) is an English-instructional, private, international
school located in Nakatsu, Osaka, Japan. OYIS began operations in 2001 and received
Gakko Hojin (private school) Status from the Osaka prefectural government in 2012. OYIS is
an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School, also accredited by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). The school operates from Preschool to Grade
10, with plans to extend to Grade 12. Approximately 80% of students come from countries
throughout Asia, with the remaining 20% from other non-Asian countries. The majority of
OYIS faculty are from Western countries, including the USA, Canada, New Zealand, and
Australia.

QYIS is part of a large family of Osaka YMCA operations that also includes: language
schools, international kindergartens, and outdoor camps. Since 1882, Osaka YMCA has
been a trailblazer in internationalization and education. Its first English-language schools and
university preparatory courses became the model for an entire industry of afterschool
education in Japan. Osaka YMCA is the main provider of international education in Osaka
City.

Organizational Affiliations

International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP)

OYIS is an IB World School. IB World Schools share a common commitment to
student-centered, inquiry-based education that endeavors to produce global citizens ready to
lead the 21st century.
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International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (MYP)

OYIS has applied and been accepted as an MYP candidate school. Operations will be
shared between the Nakatsu and Tosabori campuses.

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (DP)

QYIS has applied and has been accepted as a candidate to run the Diploma Programme.
We plan to open grade 11 (DP 1) at our Tosabori campus from September 2021.

Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)

QYIS is accredited by the Schools Commission of the Western Association of School and
Colleges (WASC), an American accreditation body.

Additional Affiliations

QYIS is a member of the Japan Council of International School (JCIS), the East Asia
Regional Council of Schools (EARCOS), the International Baccalaureate Association of
Japan (IBAJ), and the council for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD).

Mission Statement

At Osaka YMCA International School, students actively develop knowledge, skills and
international mindedness through student-centered, inquiry-based education. Our programs
are designed to empower students to achieve personal success while compassionately
contributing to their local communities and a more peaceful world

Vision Statement

We are committed to empowering our students to become independent and globally-minded.
We will create an engaging learning environment by providing educational excellence
through global mindedness and the core YMCA values of building a healthy spirit, mind, and
body.

Educational Philosophy

Osaka YMCA International School is a holistic, student centred, educational institution,
employing a well-rounded knowledge & skills-based curriculum where students are active
participants in their education. Our students actively develop in global awareness,
international-mindedness, language, personal responsibility and individual personality. All
our community members, including staff, students and families are empowered to: develop
their gifts to achieve personal success, compassionately contribute to their local
communities and a more peaceful world, seek truth based on conscience, respect their own
and others' dignity and create a cooperative, hope-filled society.
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IB Learner Profile

Osaka YMCA International School is committed to the development of the mind, body, and
spirit of the whole child. We educate children to develop critical thinking skills, to value
relationships, and to strive towards wellness. We demonstrate this by incorporating the 1B
Learner Profile into our teaching and learning. We want students to be:

Inquirers Knowledgeable Thinkers Communicators Principled

Open-minded Caring Courageous Balanced Reflective

Parent/Caregiver Code of Conduct

The purpose of this Parent/Caregiver Code of Conduct is to share the school’'s expectations
and guidelines around the conduct of all parents/caregivers and visitors connected to our
school. Please read and be familiar with the OYIS Parent/Caregiver Code of Conduct.

School Community

Campuses

Nakatsu

Nakatsu campus houses the entire Primary Years grades (PS-G6) and Middle Years 7 and 8
homerooms. This campus also has our gym and swimming pool.

Tosabori

The Tosabori campus houses the Middle Years 9 and 10 homerooms and future Diploma
Programme homerooms. Please see the Tosabori Orientation Guide for more information
about operations at that campus. Grade 7 and 8 students will also travel across campus for
Design classes twice a week.

Enroliment Agreement Reminder

As a requirement of continued enrollment of your child(ren) at OYIS each academic year, it
is necessary that parents/caregivers agree to the following conditions:

e | agree to support the mission, vision, and educational philosophy of OYIS by abiding
by its policies and procedures and educational programming, which is
student-centered and inquiry-based, with English as the language of instruction and
inclusion.

e | agree that media (photos, videos, audio) that is collected in the course of OYIS’
operations, and which may include students and/or parents/caregivers, may be used
by Osaka YMCA for marketing, communications, and educational purposes. By
providing written consent to OYIS, legal guardians are granting Osaka YMCA a
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non-exclusive, royalty-free, worldwide license, for the duration of the statutory
copyright protection, to reproduce for media in any medium.

| agree to my child(ren)'s materials being submitted to accrediting organizations (1B,
WASC, etc.) from time to time for educational, training, and/or promotional purposes
relating to the activities of those organizations, or related activities of which they
approve. By providing written consent to OYIS, legal guardians are granting the
accrediting organizations a non-exclusive, royalty-free, worldwide license, for the
duration of the statutory copyright protection, to reproduce for media in any medium.
| authorize the release of my phone number and email address to the school to
communicate school information and to be used in the event of an emergency.

| give permission for my child to attend any and all school-sponsored excursions.

Parent/Caregiver Information

Partnership With School

Education is a collaborative venture. Cooperation between parents/caregivers and teachers
is essential in providing children with secure, nurturing environments, both at home and at
school, in which they can learn and grow. Parents/caregivers can support their child(ren)’s
learning at school by doing the following:

Support the mission, vision, and philosophy of the school and reinforce those ideals
in the home environment
Ensure your child is well-rested and prepared for school
Help your child establish set times and spaces at home for learning every day
Do your best to help your child learn through English, if it is not their mother tongue
o Encourage your child every day to use English at school
o Model communication in English with teachers and other school personnel

Expectations

Parents/caregivers are also expected to do the following:

Update the school with the most current personal information if it differs from that
provided on the original application to the school
Ensure that the school has written permission from your child to:

o Go someplace other than home after school

o Be picked up by someone other than you

o Otherwise vary their regular routine
Make prompt arrangements for the immediate collection of your child from school
should they be ill or if they need to leave early for any reason
Make prior arrangements with the school by directly contacting the school office and
the homeroom teacher if your child will be absent from school for family trips,
vacations, or extended activities
Tell your child where to go or what to do if they arrive home and find no one there
Label garments and other personal items with your child’s name
Take responsibility for your child(ren) before school starts and after school ends,
unless they are participating in afterschool clubs or other school-sanctioned activities



